Girl by Jamaica Kincaid

Wash the white clothes on Monday and put them on the stone heap; wash the color clothes on Tuesday and put them on the clothesline to dry; don't walk barehead in the hot sun; cook pumpkin fritters in very hot sweet oil; soak your little cloths right after you take them off; when buying cotton to make yourself a nice blouse, be sure that it doesn't have gum on it, because that way it won't hold up well after a wash; soak salt fish overnight before you cook it; is it true that you sing benna in Sunday school?; always eat your food in such a way that it won't turn someone else's stomach; on Sundays try to walk like a lady and not like the slut you are so bent on becoming; don't sing benna in Sunday school; you mustn't speak to wharf–rat boys, not even to give directions; don't eat fruits on the street—flies will follow you; but I don't sing benna on Sundays at all and never in Sunday school; this is how to sew on a button; this is how to make a button–hole for the button you have just sewed on; this is how to hem a dress when you see the hem coming down and so to prevent yourself from looking like the slut I know you are so bent on becoming; this is how you iron your father's khaki shirt so that it doesn't have a crease; this is how you iron your father's khaki pants so that they don't have a crease; this is how you grow okra—far from the house, because okra tree harbors red ants; when you are growing dasheen, make sure it gets plenty of water or else it makes your throat itch when you are eating it; this is how you sweep a corner; this is how you sweep a whole house; this is how you sweep a yard; this is how you smile to someone you don't like too much; this is how you smile to someone you don't like at all; this is how you smile to someone you like completely; this is how you set a table for tea; this is how you set a table for dinner; this is how you set a table for dinner with an important guest; this is how you set a table for lunch; this is how you set a table for breakfast; this is how to behave in the presence of men who don't know you very well, and this way they won't recognize immediately the slut I have warned you against becoming; be sure to wash every day, even if it is with your own spit; don't squat down to play marbles—you are not a boy, you know; don't pick people's flowers—you might catch something; don't throw stones at blackbirds, because it might not be a blackbird at all; this is how to make a bread pudding; this is how to make doukona; this is how to make pepper pot; this is how to make a good medicine for a cold; this is how to make a good medicine to throw away a child before it even becomes a child; this is how to catch a fish; this is how to throw back a fish you don't like, and that way something bad won't fall on you; this is how to bully a man; this is how a man bullies you; this is how to love a man; and if this doesn't work there are other ways, and if they don't work don't feel too bad about giving up; this is how to spit up in the air if you feel like it, and this is how to move quick so that it doesn't fall on you; this is how to make ends meet; always squeeze bread to make sure it's fresh; but what if the baker won't let me feel the bread?; you mean to say that after all you are really going to be the kind of woman who the baker won't let near the bread?
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THINK-PAIR-SHARE

1. What do you think this piece is about?

2. What do you notice about the punctuation?

3. How would you describe the tone of the piece?

4. Do you think this is a poem, a short story, or…?

5. Who is the speaker? Is there anyone else?

6. Think about the concept of “voice.” Who has a voice in this piece? Do you think it is actually her voice? If not, whose is it?

7. This is a list of instructions, mostly for sewing, housework, and other behaviours that have traditionally been called “Women’s work.” What else is the speaker instructing? 

Girl by Jamaica Kincaid   
Assignment: Ms. Hope

Jamaica Kincaid’s Girl has been called a 650 word sentence! We have read and discussed it in class. Your task is to write your own. Some of the structure of Kincaid’s poem is as follows:

· Most of the piece is written in the voice of the mother, with two interjections by the daughter. We don’t know whether her interjections are heard or whether she had kept them to herself. 

· The piece deals with tasks such as cooking and sewing, using these as vehicles to deliver the stronger, more subversive  messages of socialization: the teaching of skills required for functioning successfully (as subjectively defined)  in a particular society.

· While the piece can easily be read as a tirade of statements aimed at restraining a young girl’s will, it can be argued that the mother is also trying to impart the wisdom of a life already lived within the restraints. It is as though the mother is trying to save the daughter from the hardship of learning these lessons the hard way.

Your task: brainstorm the ways you have been socialized. Think of all the messages you have received on how to be the “right” kind of girl or boy. Think of stereotypes you may have been encouraged to adopt: real men don’t cry; nice girls don’t sleep around. Write. Write. Write. Write them all out. Include some of your responses. 650 words. 
